English 101–019: Composition 
MW 3-4:50pm
Room CL-110
 
Instructor: Ryan Bartlett
Spring Semester 2006
Email: shmeekolo@gmail.com
Website: http://ryansenglishsite.tripod.com  

Office: 330 SA

Office Hours: MTW 11am-12pm 
 
Course Materials
1. Mauk, John, and Metz, John. The Composition of Everyday Life, 2nd ed.

2. Hacker, Diana. The Bedford Handbook, 6th ed. (optional) 
3. A college dictionary (optional)
 
Official Course Description 
Careful study and practice of expository and argumentative writing techniques and the frequent writing of compositions with the ultimate goal of a research project. Designed to prepare the student for satisfactory college writing. 

The Student-Centered Classroom
This course will be "student-centered." In other words, you are expected to be "active" rather than "passive" members of the class. Your experiences and perspectives are valuable resources, and your active involvement in learning is essential to your continued development as writers, readers, and critical thinkers. 

Prerequisite
ENGL 015 or ESL 015 with a minimum grade of C, or completion of the Crafton Hills College English Assessment process at the ENGL 101 level, or equivalent. 
 
Attendance
-This course is student-centered and depends upon everyone coming to class and turning his/her work in on time.
-For each class day that an essay is late (including a first draft) the grade for the assignment will be lowered by a full letter. Essays may be turned in up to one week late. After this time, they will not be accepted. Not turning in an essay is the quickest way to lower your grade.
-You are responsible for finding out what you missed during class if you were absent.
 
Participation
Participation is not limited to class attendance, promptness, short and in-class writing assignments, peer reviews and grammar exercises; it is equally important that you engage in each class discussion in an earnest, respectful, and well-prepared manner.   
Journals

Journal entries are 5 minute freewrites that you will do in class based on a question or quote provided by me. You will keep them all until the end of the semester, when you will turn them in for a grade. The journal grade is a participation grade; it is not based on grammar or content. If you miss a journal question, don’t ask me; ask one of your classmates.
 
Drafts and Peer Reviews
Each first draft of your essays will be workshopped by the class. I will be monitoring each workshop's progress and checking to see if each student has brought a draft. Bringing your rough draft and participating in peer reviews is part of your grade. After your essays are workshopped, you will then revise and submit your final draft to me, along with your first draft and peer reviews. Essays will be graded on content, structure, style, and syntax. [image: image1.png]



 
Essay Format
All out-of-class final writings must be typed, double-spaced, in 10-12 pt. Times Roman font with 1" margins on 8.5 x 11 white paper according to proper MLA format.
 
Papers
During the course of the semester, you will be assigned four short essays ranging from one to five paragraphs in length. Your final paper, due the last week of class, will be a 5-8 page research paper. 
  
Revisions
You may submit revisions for up to two papers (except for the final paper) for a better grade. They will be due toward the end of the semester; I'll give you the date when it approaches. 
 
Final Exam
The final exam will be a 2-3 page take-home essay.  
 
Plagiarism
Plagiarism, the misrepresentation of the ideas or words of another as one's own, will not be tolerated in Crafton Hills College English courses. At the discretion of the professor, plagiarism will be punishable by either an F for assignment or an F in the course. 

An F for a plagiarized assignment means zero points for the assignment. We will discuss proper documentation before the first paper is due. 

Grading
Grades are based on a total accumulation of points according to a standard scale: 

94 – 100 A 
90 – 93 A- 
87 – 89 B+ 
84 – 86 B 
80 – 83 B-
77 – 79 C+
70 – 76 C 
67 – 69 D+
60 – 66 D
0 – 59 F

Grading Distribution

Four short essays 40% (10 points each=40 points total) 
 
One 5-8 page researched essay 15% (15 points)

Peer reviews 10% (2 points each=10 points total)
Journals 10% (10 points)
Class participation, exercises and group work 10% (10 points)

Final 10% (10 points)
 
Oral presentation 5% (5 points)
__________________________
 Total=100% (100 points)

Behavior 

Disruptions such as private conversations, mobile phone and pager signals, doing homework for other classes, etc. will not be tolerated. Any behavior which upsets the teaching/learning atmosphere of the class is not acceptable. 

Notes

"A" papers have almost no editorial mistakes, are well organized, and demonstrate clear critical thinking and logic; "B" papers have few errors and only one gap in logic; "C" papers have many editorial mistakes and contain little critical thinking and logic; and "D" and "F" papers are not at the college level. All written work is graded for (1) content quality and (2) editorial skills ( [image: image2.png]


i.e., style, grammar, punctuation, format).

A goal in this course is to improve your critical thinking and writing skills. If you are struggling, please see me immediately. If you have any concerns about me or the course, please follow protocol and use common courtesy by discussing those concerns with me first. 

We will be using the Crafton Hills College library occasionally. 

This is an arduous and intensive course. Please do not fall behind in your assignments; it will be very difficult to catch up. 
 
Any late work will be lowered one letter grade for every class period it is late. Late work can be submitted up to one week after the due date. The research paper and the final exam will be assigned zero points if they are late.

I keep accurate records; nonetheless, it is important that you save a copy of all written work. 

If you have a disability documented by a physician or other appropriate professionals and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please contact the DSS office (909) 389-3578 ASAP. Please be sure to allow adequate time to arrange an appropriate accommodation. 

COURSE OUTLINE (tentative)

Week 1: Introduction; Description exercise; Essay structure review; Plagiarism

Week 2: Observing; Voice; Figurative language; Grammar review

Week 3: Discuss Essay 1; Narration and significance; Expanding; Clichés

Week 4: Sample essay; Peer reviews; Peer Review #1 
Week 5: Essay #1 due; Analyzing Images; Advertisements; Ethos/pathos/logos; Discuss

  Essay #2

Week 6: Summary, analysis, and evaluation; Conference sign-ups; Peer Review #2

Week 7: Conferences; Essay #2 due

Week 8: Responding to Arguments; Discuss Essay #3

Week 9: Warrants; Counterarguments; Logical fallacies

Week 10: In-class Essay #3; Film: Inconvenient Truth (if available)

Week 11: Discuss film; Speculating about causes; Discuss Essay #4

Week 12: Research and website credibility; Integrating research and quotations

Week 13: Supporting your claims; MLA documentation; Peer Review #4

Week 14: Essay #4 due; Proposing Solutions; Discuss Essay #5; Discuss oral

    presentations; conference/oral presentation sign-ups

Week 15: Conferences; Focusing on Solutions; Considering alternative solutions

Week 16: Oral presentations

Week 17: Revisions Due; Essay #5 due; Journals Due; Discuss take-home final

FINALS WEEK: Final Due 

